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himself with a military look

a-like he thought he'd never

see again, but it seems not!

epardless of ther varying, tactcool
lochs, 22 rimfre, semiaulo military

shin, Perhaps the most fun and frustrating
guns |'va usad; two aspacts ara paramount;
accuracy and relability. Same are capable of
LT @ 50 vards, others not, 20 | set a
benchimark ol an inch, which s acceptabile,
givan ther usapa. However, it mMust be
reliatle, ‘which is dawn 1o good amme and
rapular cleaning.

2011 ‘
In 2011, I'was send an ISSC MSR [Modem ©
Sporting Rifle) Mk 22 for testing. Whereas
mest rifles are bazad on the M1G6/AR1S, this
one lnokad hla the FN S.CAR. (Speceal
Operalions Forces Combal Assault Rifle),

-Although AR-iea, it showed some ongmal and -

praclical lestures. Sadly, alter 200 rounds it
became a lamamatic’, which was down 1o

easy and long windad; most caners would

_ nal bother afler such shart shaoting
look-a-like rifies are smdar underthe..

inervals. ! consigned the Ml 22 10 the
‘couki do better pike” and thought ne more
of it

NOT FADE AWAY

Herwesper, whien Anschily smnounced their
raw, semiauto, 22LR for ‘dynamic shooting',
the MSR RX 22 TR Pracision, it turned aul o
ba a modified MSA. With thar reputation, |
was very surprised when they decided to pick

. @ rifle | conssderad hardly fit for purposs.

However, with s new barrel, belter Iriggier
and unusual laminate stock, it was certaink

betler than the crignal, Bt il loo swillly -

faded from sighty Since that tigve, 1550 have
been picked up and put down again by bath
Hghtand Cutdoors and Rangs Right So. |

Y owas a'little sumprised I'-l'IEI:i | gt !‘I.'Eiﬂ from

Olag at F5U Connections, saying that he wag
selling 1SSC Mk 22 MSRs. Now called the

Z2UR ME22 COMMANDO assault rifla, its
a-.;iluhle_ in a shart barrelled version oaly,
TWO-PART
The build shows an alummnium alloy uppar
receiver, with a polymer lower, The ariginal is
blacky laoking with a length-aduistabla,
side folding bult and 2 lwa position camb,
Controks dre ambidextrous and AR15like,
with both safely and magarine rebeaze
catches being dualsided. The 15° uppar
receiver/ forend shows a flaltop Picatinny
ranl, with'thrae, shorter sections at 3, 6 and
§ Calodk, allosing accessory mounting.
Thera's & fourth, evan shorlar ona undar the
barred loo, .
The comb is & bit odd: this Rwsashos
moulding is confrofled by a press button an
the kaft When down and combinad with the
medium heght Picatinay il and straght line
butt leyout, getting onto low-mounted optcs
is & bil of a squeere on the cheek _Far

« cleaning and design, Dsassembly was not
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3 ', [dFoR EIVERDICT
— - Mot , ambl| : Short and hard Mot & bad chokca, but keep it dean
oo positional i tostip i
cocking handle RN B

testing, Oleg supplied a Paragon 1.2.6x24
compact scope with an invertad horseshoe
with open BOC reticle, very miuch the right
choica for a rifle of this type. With the comb
up, your head is lifted about ¥, which
requires some-high mounts, wmtahtu’!
use aparl from MY i

PLASTIC IRONS
“The heel of the butt has provision for an
ambi, QD sling swivel and there are sling
boops front baft and right, with ardouble sat;
rear right only, From the box, ® came with
22-round magazne (one black.the athar
desert tan to maltch the paint job) and it
looks good. Also flipup sghts, not quite
Magpul MBLUS, but good enough; if, ilke me,
you like rons, an uciumngml is also
included,

i

- The action i blow back, with tha bolt
runhing in a fied cage balted inside the
recaiver. Practical is tha UCAS System
{Universal Cocking Adaptation System). This
allows the cocling handle to ba positionad;
farsard, middie and rear, keft or right. # just
pults out and pushes in whera you want it;
far me, middle/ left workied best, which
allvwad me to keep control of tha gun with

miy Tight and cyele it with my Supporting one.

TUBE WITHIN A TUBE

Much like Barmian Sport Gun (GSG) and
Valther Tactical products, the bamel is
actually a shm, stesl, rifled lnar within an
outer tube la ghve it the lock, Stability is
achieved by a screw-on muzzke brake that

' tensions il; from experience with these two

brands. socuracy is not advarsely affacted. A
%4 x 20 UNF adaptor is available, if you want
to fit & modarator, Unlike the original moded,
with its 15" barrel the COMMANDO shows
the minimum, UK kgal eegth 127 tube with

a ratheg barge Mash hided which does give it
some sarious curb appeal; especially in ns
desert lan livery. -

However, this compact build has its
disadvantages, as the bult is permanently
fieed in posstion, so it won't fold, or for that
matter reduce in length, sa not o exceed the
parmittad minimumn 12/24° lengths for a

U legal Large Firearm, From recod pad to
- muzzle it measures 29,25, so 5.25" ovar
" the subscribed limit,

SIDE WINDER

Fead is from a 22-ound magazne (which 'I'l.lll
haid 24), with pulldown, side tabs 1o :
facilitate filling. Without doubt the best
design for a hicapacity, 22 LR magazine, as
it's quick; 955 tiring and allows you to easily
position the case rims for 100% feed .
reliability; ancther essential for this sortof
firearm, Useful is the magarine safely; if the
mag i not in the rifla the tngger does not
operate, Theres an automatic last round
hold opan too; alwess a bonus! Howeyer,
there’s no external manual hold open)
relaase as you'd find on an AR15. Instead,
you have to pull back and release the

cocking handle to aliow the bolt forward. You— —

can however push yout middle finger up inla
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e > the right side of the mag wall whare you'll

feel & small metal tag, which, with the bolt
Tiald open. Pushes Up to lock it rearwards.

GEN 1, GEN 27
Although using the Paragon scope, | also
addad tha new KonusPro 3-12x50 EVD ina
Sportsmatch onepisce/Picatinny mount, as |
naedad mh-.emm with a bit more spec to
proberly detarmine scourscy, 1SS0
recomimend high velocity (HY) ammao,
however, | used a minture, a5 | usually do.
Resaarch on tha ntemeat shows a lot of
comments abaul the MK 227 reliabdity
problems aking with fixes and | also had this
first-hand from UK users loo. However, this
seams to ba from rifles produced betwean
2011 and 2013, with mentionunow of later
manufacture, Ganaration 2 models that

purpart 1o have satled these issues, bl

Athough I've also seen latter posts seying
« thal the Gen 2 puns have not tolally sohved
things. FSUM's websita says this: “Alfour—_
MK-22 rifles come with 12 months wamanty
and in the unlikety event of action parts
failure, we always camy some spiare parls
~ including the whole bolt assembly. Also

.+ beware of cheap npoils of old “1st
e gROTAticn” (20412043} rifles from the US

T et ™
L S P

some of them may nat feed praperly
causng regular jams,’ -

ACCEPTABLE!
In use, the MSH looks a bit plasticky bul
handlas easily anough, The Gposition
cocking handle is practical. although the
short/fixed LOP combined with the comb
height is not ideal. Trigger pull was mushy
but workable and broke arcund 4-5 lbs,
aocuracy was around the inch al 50m, sa .
food anocugh for govemment work,

Keeping any 22 semi clean is essantial
for reliable operalion, as thess look-alikes
det shot a lot and fast, so stipping is
mandatory. It's hare that the MSR falls down,
as evefything is screwed or bolted in! The
body pins do not immediataly push out, as
they are a doubleended, screw and shafl
dasign that requiras two, thin bladed scraw
drivers 1D remove,

With that off, two more Allen screws haie
to be taken off to remove the bull, then,
onca inside, 5.lnu' nead to remove ancther to
take aut the prepackaged bolt assembly,

— i,

L owhich msalf neads splitting to access all

areas for a thorough cleaning. | feed that your
average shooter is probably not going to do
that after every range session! Plus, steel
screws in and out plastic and alloy tands to
eaacerhate wear, I'd recommend some form
of solvant spray to blast the gunk out and
maybe a strip down at longer intenals.

~ different.

The ether bladk. The MkXD ram o Mettively oo a
orerd ssotion of ey

: e o

My testar was FSU's demo gun and had
obvicusly had a good few rounds thiough it;
although I1SSC says high veloeity ammo, |
chbse. Reminglon Thunderball and Golden 22
HV and Subs, MagTach standard and HY and
l.'"g'll'{:l} SERMIANUTO standard. Bests
perfarmance came from the MagTech, GECO
standards and Remy subs, with no real
probdems. The Thunderbolt causad
cocasional stoppages, as did the Golden,
nothing you would not expact from a.rifle like
this, However, it did not ke the MagTech Hy,
with feed stoppages, partial ejaction with
cases pmming the medh and even one round
firing aut of battery: this ammo was quite ald,
In all, | put over 300 rounds through it
and it proved reasonably relisble, Accuracy
was within the permitted inch at 50 vards and
it did well at 100 too. So, good enough for
Actiontype shooting and a far better rifle than
the one | first tested in 2011, | do not like
the comb, a5 even when down it's too high
and you hewe to mash your facs into it to gat
onlo the rons. With a scope, high mounts are
recommended. Not my first choica, as | rate
pry Smith & Wesson 15/22 as one of the
bast out of the box rifles of this typa, but it
appears to work well and s certainly

sPECIFICATINGS
155C Modemn Sperting Aife Me 27

W Name
W Calibre Fr
W Cagacity 27 e 10 mond DV
23 12-roun] megatings aupplied
B Barrel L¥
B Length 13y
W Wsight i PSiee
B Automatic kast reund bald open ¥
B Magazine safety ¥
Biceganrall Y1 Paatrmy
e sights ¥
B Flaed butt
B Adjustable comb
B Finksh bech o detert Lo
B Price ]
Biparemags 11-[%
B Cantact FSU Coprectanrs www nemblspcan
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